A faculty and house-staff group practice: report of an operational model.
The internal medicine group practice at Colorado General Hospital was formed in 1974 to improve patient care and educational experience for residents. Six residents, two faculty members, a nurse practitioner, a dietitian, and a group practice coordinator provide 24 hour-a-day, seven day-a-week care for 666 patients. The program features: a balanced degree of faculty and house staff involvement in direct patient care, a high level of accountability provided by the coordinator, and small group size. The first 19 months of operation are reviewed, and the program is contrasted with other group practices reported in the literature.